LSSC Meeting Minutes 9/26/24 – mjr
In attendance:

Lucy Moynihan (Life Science)
Melanie Rusk (Tech Services)
Sam Lechowicz (Tech Services)
Dulcie Vermillion (Social Science)
Vicki Sparks (Administration)
Jeffrey Loftiss (Physical Science/Engineering)
Catherine Case (Arts & Humanities)
Stefanie Postula (CPS) *has since been identified as belonging to Physical Science/Engineering

Not present:
Xiaoping Qi (Area Studies)
Erik Chapman (Special Collections)
Nicolette Coleman (CPS) *has now moved out of this division

Special guest:

Ben Riegler

Union Updates: Ben Riegler, the Local 698 union president, was invited to the meeting to provide an update on 698 bargaining and answer any other union-related questions we had. 
There is a pause in the bargaining now, but it should resume in October. Thankfully, there is no deadlock; each side is still engaged in the exchange of proposals. The bargaining process typically takes 9 months to one year to complete, so we are on track. The current SEIU negotiations will have no direct effect on our bargaining.
The union is still looking for a Group H (Digital Imaging, LS, SLS, LOA) bargaining representative. If interested in serving, please let Ben know (briegler@illinois.edu).

Approve August Minutes: Approved

Liaison Reports/Updates:

Tech Services: Meeting was cancelled. CMS is currently assisting Vet Med with the conversion of their collection from Dewey to LC. They are also working on a Gov Doc digitization project in conjunction with Google. ACS is still in the process of reorganizing the reporting structure, due to MJ stepping down as unit head and the retirement of several staff. Additionally, a purchase order cleanup project has allowed staff to start using the claims list again.

CPS: The Scholarly Commons has been reworked and renamed to the Media Commons. *(we have since learned that this information falls under the purview of Physical Science/Grainger and not CPS)

Arts & Humanities: The division met. There was a casual discussion amongst the group of how any reduction to the collections budget might be handled. Lit/Lang and HPNL have new GAs. MPAL has rearranged their reading room; they are converting one area into an audio transfer station. The library will be hosting some CU Folk & Roots Festival performances in October.

Administration: Nothing to report

Life Science: Nothing to report

Physical Science: Nothing to report

Social Science: SSHEL held a unit meeting. There is widespread dissatisfaction with the performance of the new EBSCO host interface, which is affecting the patron search functionality. A group of admins are composing a message, detailing these issues, to send to EBSCO in the hopes this will be rectified.

Special Collections: No liaison present

Area Studies: No liaison present

AC Meeting Update: Nothing to report, as LSSC was accidentally left off invite; this should be rectified by next meeting.
EC Meeting Update: Discussion was held about job request priorities considering a possible budget reduction. LSSC reps requested that at least some of the civil service positions be prioritized.
Faculty Meeting Update: Topics discussed were:
· Introduction of new employees
· Still working on the definition of academic staff
· Internet Archive copyright infringement ruling
· Big 10 Academic Alliance 

ILA Conference Update: There were three interested individuals for the one-day attendance: Lisa Renee Kemplin, Johna Von Behrens, and Sam Lechowicz. $900 has been budgeted for ILA Conference attendance.
The budget committee approved a $5,200 budget for FY25 for civil service staff conference attendance and other professional development opportunities. There will be a new fund requesting process beginning in spring for FY26 monies. The Business Office will send out further information about this process next year.


Additional Topics:

· Changes to our bylaws are still under discussion – no vote has been conducted yet.
· With Nicolette moving from Central Access Services to Art & Architecture Library, we will need to find an additional rep from CPS, as well as elect a new treasurer. (We also found out recently that Stefanie’s unit now falls under the Physical Science/Grainger division, so we will need to find two CPS reps.)
· The Robert Howerton account now has funds available to support professional development opportunities for any civil service staff who don’t already have professional development funds available to them. Further discussion is needed about how we can advertise this to staff as well as identify activities, workshops, etc. that may be of interest to staff.



Our next scheduled meeting will be October 24, from 2-3:30 pm, both in-person (room 225b) and online via Teams. 

