Library Emerging and Integrated Technology Coordination 04/15/2025
Info
Present: Mary Ton (chair), Celenia Graves, Jess Hagman, Eric Kurt, Tracy Tolliver, Stu Turner
Absent: Megan Sapp-Nelson
Date: April 15, 2025 from 1-2pm
Notetaker: Tracy Tolliver
Highlights
· Survive the rest of the semester
Next steps 
· Stay tuned for Title II news
Meeting Minutes
1. Kudos and news
a. Welcome, Jess!
b. A11y Roadmap/Title 2 will be presented to Library Leadership Group 4/22/25, and will then be socialized more widely across the Library.
2. Lightning talks 
a. Evie: eLearning (postponed to next meeting)
b. Jess: Social Science Research support
i. See powerpoint for entire presentation.
ii. Illinois Computes providing MAXQDA (20 concurrent licenses)
iii. Jess is one of very few resources for providing Qualitative Analysis support on campus.
3. Emerging and integrated services discussion (continued from March meeting)
a. What are our current strengths?
i. Wide range of research expertise
ii. Equipment that is open to anyone with an iCard
b. What are our current challenges?
i. IDEA Lab trying to survive semester, get SCIM studio back up in reservable state, figuring out how to operate with budget allocations to provide support/service.
ii. Budget uncertainties and staff shortages.
c. What opportunities can we pursue as a committee in the next 3-6 months? 
i. Review documentation for SCIM lab
ii. A11y/Title 2 feedback and review
iii. Qualitative analysis of technology service(s) could be a healthy way to show impact of our service(s). Data story telling can be powerful.
1. Example: Feedback from Student-Focused Spaces Task Force—photo journals as method for understanding student perception of space
2. Example: Digital Humanities task force (2017)—survey and focus groups to study tech and space needs  
3. Grant applications a way of showing needs/impacts
d. Communication
i. Way too many Teams channels going, having to switch to survival mode
ii. Email preferred
iii. Anyone who is able, please share your successes with the group so they can be included in quarterly updates.
iv. If you don’t have updates to share, a heads up in the Teams chat or by email is helpful. 
4. Summer Scheduling
a. June 17—Midsummer check-in, Fall plans
b. August 12—Meet to prepare for the semester
5. Other updates
a. Grainger 335 update
i. Do not count on beginning of fall semester launch, project is moving forward.
ii. Designed to be an instructional space. Not enough space for AR/VR and 3D printing equipment. 
iii. Equipment specked to run 3D modeling and AR/VR design software, but specific software installations have not been decided yet.
b. IDEA Lab/Media Commons wage budget/Fall services update?
i. IDEA Lab and Media Commons will remain in their respective physical spaces for the foreseeable future.
ii. Media Commons’ core user base is south of Green, and it is an integral part of Main’s services.
iii. Updates on operating hours and equipment needs to be shared out in late July. 
General Updates
1. Housekeeping 
a. Jess Hagman has requested to join LEITC. We’re excited to have her join the committee! 
b. LEITC webpage updated to include Jess and to remove “visiting” from Celenia’s title. 
2. Events
a. Mary Ton was part of a panel on AI in the Humanities Classroom hosted by ATLAS. Library Canvas modules generated lots of interest—two people self-enrolled in the Librarian Canvas Exchange.  
b. Mary Ton is giving a talk for the Theatre department on alternative forms of dissertation. Uptick in graduate students in Theatre, History, and the iSchool who are interested in digital forms of scholarly communication. 
3. Cool Stuff
a. Creality Raptor Pro 3D Scanner (structured light) has massive improvements over Creality Raptor. Here’s a review that tests accuracy and scanning capabilities. 
4. Campus Partners
a. MAXQDA now available through Illinois Computes, marking the first time that there’s been campus-wide access to this qualitative analysis tool. 
b. Inquiry from Robert Baird at CITL if the library supports running LLMs locally—Jupyter Notebooks via Illinois Computes is still the best option. 
c. CITL is hosting a “Summer of AI” series with Ted-Ed style talks. 
5. Grants
a. Piece by Heather Murphy describing the impact of NEH and IMLS cancellations on the University Library. Bethany, Kristen, and Mary’s NEH HCRR and Celestina’s NEH newspaper digitization grants were terminated. Chris Prom and Lisa Hinchliffe’s IMLS grants were terminated. 
b. DH Advancement grants have been cancelled, which affects Celenia and Bethany’s cybernetics planned grant proposal and a magic lantern slide digitization project of Mary’s.
c. Elias Petrou and Mary Ton are working on finding non-federal and internal funding for the Parthenon at Illinois, a 3D digitization project to scan and digitally curate the Spurlock’s plaster casts of the Parthenon friezes, some of which retain details that are no longer visible in the original. 
d. AHRC grant (Mary, U Sheffield, African museums) working on budget for the grant, which will include a 50% year round graduate assistant to support developing minimal computing approaches to 3D modeling and curation. 
6. Other news?
a. Ithaka/JSTOR has created an AI-powered tool for generating metadata for special collections materials. Cost for joining the charter program is $60K. Could be difficult to implement with current architecture of the Digital Library. 
b. Jacki Rand’s HIST 386 and Didem Ekici have been using USC’s Scalar for multimodal writing assignments. USC’s Scalar was subject to a cyber attack so SCP had to move both classes to IOPN’s sandbox as a temporary solution. The situation has prompted broader conversations about using Scalar in the long-term.  





