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Introduction
The Ricker Library of Architecture and Art is a hub for
participatory engagement across the School of Art + Design,
the School of Architecture, and the Krannert Art Museum. 

Ricker’s collection includes more than 150,000 volumes,
40,000 serials, and 90 databases.  

Our instructional team currently includes Head Librarian
Emliee Mathews, Visiting Design & Materials Research
Librarian Siobhan McKissic, and Graduate Assistants
Flannery Cusick and Mallika Ramachandran.



Context

Ricker had the fourth
highest number of
instructional sessions and
the third highest number
of participants out of over
20 campus library units for
FY 2023. 

Ricker has also tripled
the number of

instructional sessions
we host every year

from FY 2021 to 2023. 

By these metrics, we
outperform every other library

in our Arts + Humanities
division.



Context
No system for requesting instructional
collaborations

Requests are often informal and require
excessive back-and-forth correspondence

No information publicly available on our
instructional offerings and our boundaries

Patrons’ expectations of our capabilities do not
match reality



Goals for the
Teaching &
Learning
Menu

Articulate our pedagogy and
create policies for requesting
collaborations

Present and advertise our
instructional capabilities and
offerings to the general public

Simplify the process of requesting
collaborations for community
partners and the process of
accepting requests for us 



Examples: Michele Jennings’ Teaching Menu 
Michele Jennings, 2021

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1a8apaEWYnAEugwVA06d1QxeI9A1H24V2VfM331dmRL0/edit?usp=drive_link


Examples: University of Michigan Library
University of Michigan Library, 2024

https://www.lib.umich.edu/research-and-scholarship/instruction-and-course-support


Examples: Northwestern University Library
Northwestern University Library, 2024

https://www.library.northwestern.edu/research/teaching-with-the-libraries/


Examples

Concept and
Structure

Michele Jennings’
Teaching Menu, 2021

Content and
Menu Items

University of Michigan
Library’s Instructional
Services, 2024

Style and Partner
Testimonials

Northwestern University
Library’s faculty
testimonials, 2024



Demonstration

Ricker Library’s new Teaching and Learning Menu

https://www.library.illinois.edu/arx/teaching-menu/


Looking Forward

We hope that patrons
will use this menu as a

springboard for
collaboration.

We hope that advertising
our capabilities will

maximize our impact on
campus.

We hope to explore
collaborations beyond

those listed on this
menu. 
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Questions
&
Discussion

Have you implemented something similar at
your institution?

How does your project differ? How is it going?

Do you run into challenges when implementing
instruction at your institution? 

What do those challenges look like? Would a teaching &
learning menu alleviate them?

Does anything about this project surprise you?

What surprises you and why? Do you have any lingering
thoughts or questions?Thank you for listening!


