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Foreword  

The second edition of Africa-related Theses and Dissertations at the University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign indicates solid progress over the past thirteen years. The first 
edition covered the period 1921-1974 and contained 143 entries. The second edition 
extends down to 1988 and more than doubles that total with its 307 entries. In 1974 the 
Program in African Studies at the University of Illinois was then a toddling four year old, 
but one already able to gain federal recognition and financial support as a National 
Resource Center under Title VI of the U.S. Higher Education Act. Fourteen years later 
continued federal, and expanded state, support have resulted in a Center for African 
Studies approaching maturity and producing Africa-related theses and dissertations at a 
rate of over a dozen a year.  

That volume of production, and the great geographical and disciplinary range which it 
covers, indicate broad faculty and graduate student interest in the continent and its affairs. 
They also bear testimony to the high degree of professionalism, enthusiasm and 
commitment of the compiler of this record, Yvette Scheven, our Africana bibliographer, 
midwife to so many of these entries and a mainstay of the program and the center since 
its inception.  

-Donald Crummey 
Director 

Center for African Studies 
University of Illinois 

Preface  

 



Most of the titles in this bibliography were obtained by consulting files in the University 
Library, the Center for African Studies, and the Graduate Office and departmental 

offices. While I did all the work of compilation for the first edition, the checking for this 
second edition was begun by Rachel Friedlander Tickner, and her painstaking work was 

later ably updated by Shumet Sishagne and Brian Kenny, all graduate students.  

A title is considered Africa-related if one-third or more of its contents deal with Africa. 
All doubtful ones were consulted in the Library, and some double-checking has resulted 

in the omission of two or three theses that were in the first edition.  

For each title there is the following information: author, title, pages*, degree granted, and 
date of degree. Arrangement is by discipline and then chronological, with consecutive 

numbering. There are two indexes: ethnic and geographic, and author; items are indexed 
by number, not page.  

An asterisk indicates a Master's thesis that is available on interlibrary loan from the 
University of Illinois Library.  

Special thanks to Susan Swisher at the Center for African Studies for formatting and 
indexing.  

-Yvette Scheven  

*For the sake of clarity, "pp" is used throughout, although technically each 
dissertation and thesis has leaves rather than pages.  
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